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Goats can be effective biological control tools for

weed managementto strategically complement the

useof herbicides. Noxiousweedsinterfere with crop

and livestock production, and cause significant

agronomic damage. Integrating goatsfor weed and

land management is a step towards a holistic

managementsystem,which contributes to naturally

improving the ecosystemthrough healthier land,

animalsand water. This method of grazingis a long-

term managementstrategy which will reduce the

density of the infestation and prevent spread of

weedsover time.

PROJECT MOTIVATION AND INTRODUCTION WHAT WE DID

Over the summerof 2020, we studied the browsing behavior

of goatsand the ecologicalas well as financial feasibility of

having goatsfor weed management. We observedthat even

though the goats did not immediately find the weeds

palatable,they could be trained to do so. Canadathistle, musk

thistle and oxeye daisy were the most preferred noxious

weeds, while kochia, willow and oakbrush were the other

preferred vegetation apart from grass. Browsing preferences

and behavior also differed among the goatsby breed. When

kept in smaller fenced plots of land, browsing was faster, a

variety of vegetation was cleared and this also had a better

impact on land. Goatdroppingswere collectedand planted to

determineseedviability of the weedsconsumed.

Working in extensionwasa greatexposureto all things

agriculture. While the internship focusedon a holistic

land managementstudy, being basedout of extension

allowed me to explore various other ongoing ideasand

activities like beekeeping,re-introduction of wolves in

Colorado, property visits, forest management and

geothermal greenhouse community planting. Our

project wasalsoshowcasedto the town through a two-

day long demonstration. This helped in engaging in

dialogue with the community, in identifying

opportunities for taking the goats out to graze on

propertiesanddevelopingabusinessplan for it .
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