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PROJECT INTRODUCTION WHAT I DID WHAT I LEARNED

IMPACT

The internship focused on the development and delivery of 
youth educational programming centered around outdoor, 
environmental, and natural resource education. I provided 
program planning, implementation, and evaluation of youth 
educational events and have worked closely with the 4-H staff 
to implement summer programming at our Urban Ranchers 
Camp, the Arapahoe County Fair, Buckley Space Force Base, 
Clayton Elementary School, and other community events.

I applied to this internship because I believed it would help 
shape me into a better educator and researcher; I know I 
would not be where I am without the individuals and 
organizations invested in my learning and development. 
Ultimately, I desired a hands-on experience with stakeholders 
in my community in order to make a valuable difference. I was 
confident this internship would provide me those opportunities, 
and it did! 

In addition to assisting with the development and 
implementation of youth-oriented community events, my main 
task was to create youth programming that volunteers 
connected with Open Spaces could utilize to enhance 
student’s understanding of the natural environment in our 
communities. I developed a collection of activities suited for K-
9 students. The example below shows one of the activities 
from the complete resource activity guide.

The impact that Claudia and the entire Arapahoe County 4-H 
team has on the community is evident; because of them, we 
are able to make sure students are learning and growing as 
leaders, community members, and critical thinkers throughout 
the summer and school year. From art camps to STEM 
programs, the students are gaining tools that will help them for 
the rest of their lives. 

INTERNSHIP GOALS

HOW DOES THIS APPLY TO MY EDUCATION

As a Communication Studies PhD student and current 
instructor dedicated to the improvement of my community, I 
was eager to assist in the development and implementation of 
summer programming for youth in Arapahoe County. 
Throughout my academic career, I have grown increasingly 
passionate to learn more about the creation of meaningful 
resources that will enhance the lives and education of 
students. I want to continue to be an educator within Colorado, 
and through this internship, I was able to invest in the students 
of my community.

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION INTERNSHIP

ARAPAHOE COUNTY

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

This internship has provided me with hands-on learning 
opportunities focusing on communication skills, teamwork, 
successful work habits, critical thinking and problem solving, 
professional resiliency and adaptability, and developing 
partnerships with community organizations and leaders. 
Overall, the internship has been an excellent opportunity for 
me to learn transferable skills related program and curriculum 
development, delivery, and evaluation. Below you can see one 
of the activities I developed being implemented at the 
Arapahoe County Fair. 

Children learned 
about seed 

distribution in this 
fun, interactive 

game!


